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USBF President 
Aaron Silverstein 

USBF Vice President 
Lynn Baker 
USBF COO  

& Secretary 
Jan Martel 

 USBF CFO & Treasurer 
Stan Subeck 
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Jack Oest 

  

Directors 
McKenzie Myers, DIC 

Ken Horwedel 
Chris Wiegand 

 

Tournament Organizer 
Jan Martel 

Software Expert 
Al Hollander 

Online VuGraph  
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Chris Wiegand  
Commentary  

Organizers 
Michael Kamil 

Maya Alela 
 

  Appeals  
Administrators 

Suzi Subeck, Chairman 
Appeals Panel: 
Bill Arlinghaus 

Dana Berkowitz 
David Berkowitz 

Cheri Bjerkan 
Tom Carmichael 
Rich DeMartino 

Ron Gerard 
Marty Hirschman 

George Jacobs 
Jacob Morgan 
Eric Rodwell 

Kerri Sanborn 
Ron Smith 

Danny Sprung 
Stan Subeck 

 

 Bulletin Editor 
Suzi Subeck 

 

 Photographer 
Peg Kaplan 

 

All four tables 
3-No played. 
All 4 tables 
4-No made! 

 
Diamond King 

Was led by all… 
Hoping that the queen 

Would fall! 
 

When it didn’t, 
That was that: 
Boring board, 

Completely FLAT! 



“TRIALS” AND TRIBULATIONS  
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Beatty 

Steve Beatty, Capt 
Marc Jacobus 

Fred Stewart 
Jeff Juster 

  Dinkin Sam Dinkin, Capt 
George Jacobs 

Michael Shuster 
Craig Gardner 

  Fleisher Marty Fleisher, Capt 
Joe Grue 
Bart Bramley 

Chip Martel 
Brad Moss 
Kit Woolsey 

  Jenkins Sheri Winestock 
Billy Cohen 
Ron Smith 
Bronia Jenkins, NPC 

Josh Donn 
Gary Cohler 

  Kolesnik Finn Kolesnik, Capt 
Jerry Stamatov 

Ish DelMonte 
Kevin Rosenberg 

  Lebowitz Larry Lebowitz, Capt 
Zach Grossack 
Joel Wooldridge 

Adam Grossack 
Michael Rosenberg 
David Grainger 

  Moss Sylvia Moss, Capt 
Jeff Meckstroth 
Daniel Korbel 

Roger Lee 
Eddie Wold 
Zia Mahmood 

  Nickell Nick Nickell 
Bobby Levin 
Geoff Hampson 
Jill Levin, NPC 

Ralph Katz 
Steve Weinstein 
Eric Greco 

  Reynolds Tom Reynolds, Capt 
Joe Viola 
John Jones 

Lance Kerr 
Bill Hall 
Claude Vogel 

  Rosenthal Andrew Rosenthal, Capt 
Chris Willenken 
Kevin Dwyer 

Aaron Silverstein 
Eldad Ginossar 
Shan Huang 

  Simson Doug Simson, Capt 
Glenn Milgrim 
Jiang Gu 

Jeff Aker 
Barry Rigal 
Ai-Tai Lo 

  Spector Warren Spector, Capt 
Vince Demuy 
Kevin Bathurst 

Gavin Wolpert 
John Hurd 
John Kranyak 

  Stark Andy Stark 
Alex Kolesnik, Capt 
Radu Nistor 

Franco Baseggio 
Aaron Jones 
Iulian Rotaru 

  Tebha Anam Tebha, Capt 
Max Schireson 
John McAllister 

Debbie Rosenberg 
Stewart Rubenstein 
Will Watson 

  Wildavsky Adam Wildavsky, Capt 
Peter Boyd 
Mark Lair 

Doug Doub 
Steve Robinson 
Mike Passell 

  Yang Tien-Chun Yang, Capt 
Hua Yang 
Jian-Jian Wang 

Yanong Han 
Steve Chen 
Jun Shi 
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“TRIALS” AND TRIBULATIONS—PRE-BULLETIN  

Tournament Schedule 

DAY DATE TIME - CDT BOARDS 

ROUND OF 16 

SUNDAY MAY 15 8:00 PM CAPTAINS' MEETING WITH DIC (ON ZOOM) 

MONDAY MAY 16 10:00 - 12:30 

12:45 - 3:05 

 

4:15 - 6:25 

6:50 - 9:00 

SEGMENT 1  BOARDS 1-15 

SEGMENT 2  BOARDS 16-30 

70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK 

SEGMENT 3  BOARDS 31-45 

SEGMENT 4  BOARDS 46- 60 

TUESDAY MAY 17 10:00 - 12:10 

12:25 - 2:35 

 

3:45 - 5:55 

6:10 - 8:20 

SEGMENT 5  BOARDS 1-15 

SEGMENT 6  BOARDS 16-30 

70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK 

SEGMENT 7  BOARDS 31-45 

SEGMENT 8  BOARDS 46-60 

QUARTERFINAL 

WEDNESSDAY MAY 18 10:00 - 12:10 

12:25 - 2:35 

 

3:45 - 5:55 

6:10 - 8:20 

SEGMENT 1  BOARDS 1-15 

SEGMENT 2  BOARDS 16-30 

70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK 

SEGMENT 3  BOARDS 31-45 

SEGMENT 4  BOARDS 46- 60 

THURSDAY MAY 19 10:00 - 12:10 

12:25 - 2:35 

 

3:45 - 5:55 

6:10 - 8:20 

SEGMENT 5  BOARDS 1-15 

SEGMENT 6  BOARDS 16-30 

70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK 

SEGMENT 7  BOARDS 31-45 

SEGMENT 8  BOARDS 46-60 

SEMIFINAL 

FRIDAY MAY 20 10:00 - 12:10 

12:25 - 2:35 

 

3:45 - 5:55 

6:10 - 8:20 

SEGMENT 1  BOARDS 1-15 

SEGMENT 2  BOARDS 16-30 

70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK 

SEGMENT 3  BOARDS 31-45 

SEGMENT 4  BOARDS 46- 60 

SATURDAY MAY 21 10:00 - 12:10 

12:25 - 2:35 

 

3:45 - 5:55 

6:10 - 8:20 

SEGMENT 5  BOARDS 1-15 

SEGMENT 6  BOARDS 16-30 

70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK 

SEGMENT 7  BOARDS 31-45 

SEGMENT 8  BOARDS 46-60 

FINAL 

SUNDAY MAY 22 10:00 - 12:10 

12:25 - 2:35 

 

3:45 - 5:55 

6:10 - 8:20 

SEGMENT 1  BOARDS 1-15 

SEGMENT 2  BOARDS 16-30 

70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK 

SEGMENT 3  BOARDS 31-45 

SEGMENT 4  BOARDS 46- 60 

MONDAY MAY 23 10:00 - 12:10 

12:25 - 2:35 

 

3:45 - 5:55 

6:10 - 8:20 

SEGMENT 5  BOARDS 1-15 

SEGMENT 6  BOARDS 16-30 

70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK 

SEGMENT 7  BOARDS 31-45 

SEGMENT 8  BOARDS 46-60 

 

Nickell 

Kolesnik 

Spector 

Beatty 

Rosenthal 

Moss 

Simson 

Fleisher 

Nickell 

Fleisher 

Rosenthal 

Spector 
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VACCINATION REQUIRED: 
 

All players in the 2022 Open USBC MUST be 
vaccinated against CoVid19. 

 

Players must submit proof of vaccination to the 
USBF Secretary (Jan Martel) before play com-
mences in the event. 

 
 

There are no exceptions to this rule. 

Because of Covid, we won't be able to provide the full hospitality we have in the past, but we will do what 
we can. 
 
Hosts Maya Alela and Marie-France Benoit will be in our hospitality suite (Room 2321). They will provide 
grab and go breakfast and lunch each day, except that on Monday and Tuesday, lunch will be a buffet in 
the hotel restaurant. 
 
Breakfast: From 8-10 am. There will be individually packaged cereal, fruit, hard boiled eggs, bagels, and 
some hot options. Also individual butter, jam, peanut butter, and cream cheese, as well as condiment 
packages. Maya & Marie-France will be making coffee and will have individual packages of sugar, 
sweetener, and dairy & non-dairy creamers. For those of you who prefer Keurig coffee, that will also be 
available in the hospitality suite. We are limiting access to 6 players at any one time, so we ask that you 
come to the suite, pick up a large to go container and put the smaller packages in that to take with you as 
quickly as you can, and then go someplace else to eat. Masks that cover your nose & mouth must be 
worn in the Hospitality Suite at all times. There will be a hand sanitizer station near the door and we 
encourage you to sanitize  your hands before choosing what to take. 
 
Lunch: Monday, from 2:30-5:00 and Tuesday from 2:00-4:30 there will be a buffet lunch in the hotel 
restaurant. You will need to show a convention card or SSF to prove you're with the bridge tournament. 
Please tell the hotel staff if you see someone who isn't one of us, since we are paying for each lunch. 
From Wednesday on, lunch will be available in the hospitality suite from 2-4 pm (the first half of play each 
day ends at 2:35; we encourage those of you who are sitting out the 2nd quarter to go early). There will 
be a main dish (sandwiches, chicken, main dish salads, pizza) as well as tuna salad, green salad, cheese, 
fruit, and berries… Also all the individual packages of add-ons we have for breakfast. Water and soft drinks 
will be available in refrigerators. 
 
Let us know what you want: If there is a menu for a future day's lunch hanging on the wall outside the 
Hospitality Suite, please mark what you want, so we have a better idea of what to order. 
 
Playing Rooms & Player's Break Room 
We will have bottled water in the playing rooms and if there is a refrigerator in a playing room we'll stock 
it with soft drinks. 
 
We wil also have bottled water in the Player's Break Room (1321), as well as soft drinks, nespresso, some 
packaged snacks, and some fruit. 
 
AGAIN: Masks that cover your nose & mouth must be worn in the Player's Break Room at all times, so 
you may not eat and drink in the room. 



You can follow the USBC on the https://vugraph.lovebridge.com/ website. (See Schedule Below) 
Popcorn time! 
If you want to listen to commentary, search for the TV icon to choose from the available live 
commentary. If it doesn’t respond, no one is commenting. 
Nail biting! 
You can choose the “Match view” at the starting page of your event and your screen will split into four 
small screens – two showing the two tables of the match you choose, the other two having the 
scoresheet for your match and the current scores of the other matches. In the 2x2 view you can also 
personalize the content in your windows. (The 2x2 view is not available on mobile devices.) 
Think together! 
When watching a table, click on a name and choose “Kibitz”. Instead of seeing all 4 hands, you will see 
what the player sees, and you can decide what you would do and see whether your player agrees. 
More Information: 
The image of the sticker with the number of the board (upper right) takes you to the results of the 
board, in the bottom right corner the arrow takes you to the scoresheet, the DDS shows the double 
dummy analyses, beside that there is a button for the other table of the same match, at the top left 
corner you can see the bidding with alerts and the explanations (mouse over), the tricks already played, 
and the double dummy analysis for the available number of tricks with the par score. 
Navigation icons: 
While surfing here and there in the vugraph, or amongst the archive sessions, there are icons to help 
you. You can always go back to the main page with the “house” or to the standings with the “scores”. If 
you cannot see the icons, move your mouse, or touch your screen and they pop up immediately. There 
is also a built-in back button because the back button of your browser will always take you to the 
starting page. If this is not what you wanted, push next in your browser and you can continue. 
Replay: 
After the event you can find every board from every table easily. While replaying the hands, the only 
surprise can be the way “next board” button works. If you have arrived from a scoresheet, it navigates 
through the scoresheet. If you have arrived from a screen where the results were shown for a given 
board then the same buttons move you through the list. Push every button and enjoy! 
 
KIBITZING SCHEDULE (EDT) 
On the first day of play, we added some time to the first segment to allow the players to get familiar 
with the tablets. Kibitzing times on May 16th will be: 
Segment 1: 11:45 am 
Segment 2:  2:30 pm 
BREAK 
Segment 3: 6:00 pm 
Segment 4: 8:35 pm 
  
For all other days, kibitzing times will be : 
Segment 1: 11:45 am 
Segment 2:  2:10 pm 
BREAK 
Segment 3: 5:30 pm 
Segment 4: 7:55 pm 
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"I stand corrected!" said the man in the orthopedic shoes. 
 
I used to be addicted to soap. But I'm clean now. 
 
What did the left eye say to the right eye? Between you and me, something smells. 
 
Why is England the wettest country? Because the queen has reigned there for decades. 
 
What do you call it when Batman skips church? Christian Bale. 
 
A guy goes to a pet store to buy a goldfish. The salesman asks him, "Do you want an aquarium?" The guy responds, "I 
don't care what star sign it is!" 
 
What do you call bears with no ears? B– 
 
Exaggerations have become an epidemic. They went up by a million percent last year. 
 
I told my physical therapist that I broke my arm in two places. He told me to stop going to those places. 
 
What did the swordfish say to the marlin? You're looking sharp. 
 
How do you make holy water? You boil the hell out of it. 
 
You know there's no official training for trash collectors? They just pick things up as they go along. 
 
Did you hear how the zombie bodybuilder hurt his back? He was dead-lifting. 
 

 
Where do you find a cow with no legs? Right where you left it. 
 
They all laughed when I said I wanted to be a comedian. Well, 
they're not laughing now!  
 
Diamond companies mine their own business. 
 
The two vampires in the Transylvania Marathon came to finish line 
neck and neck! 
 
 

Seeding Info: The teams in the USBC are seeded 
based on ACBL Performance Points, including mas-
terpoints, but adjusted by removing any seeding 

points earned on 
a team with a 
player who has 
confessed to or 
been convicted 
of cheating. The 
seeding points 
for an individual 
player are 
capped at 70. 
Teams are seed-
ed based on the 
average seeding 
points for the 
team. These are 
the teams and 
their seed posi-
tions. On May 
7th, teams were 
shuffled in pairs 

to determine their bracket positions. 
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 SEED   TEAM NAME TEAM AVERAGE 
SEEDING POINTS 

1 Nickell 67.25 

2 Spector 46.79 

3 Rosenthal 45.80 

4   Fleisher 44.85 

5 Moss 40.56 

6 Lebowitz 32.34 

7 Wildavsky 21.45 

8 Jenkins 18.11 

9 Kolesnik 15.94 

10 Stewart 13.99 

11 Simson 13.06 

12 Stark 10.35 

13 Dinkin 8.80 

14 Tebha 7.91 

15 Reynolds 7.83 

16 Yang 5.43 

 

No Electronic Devices (except LoveBridge tablets)  

are permitted in the Playing Areas. 

Severe, increasing penalties will be assessed. 

The USBF reserves the right to wand  

anyone entering the playing field. 



Some Nearby Suggestions For Your Dining Pleasure  
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Continued on page 8 
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Mug’s, Continued from page 7 



 

Sudoku 1 

Sudoku 2 

9 

Mushrooms are spore losers! 
 
Claiming that you "once gave career advice to Sonny & 
Cher" does NOT count as "Pro-Bono Work"  
 
One thing the mother of a mime would never say: 
“Don’t raise your voice!!” 
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On Board 5 of the first set, all four tables bid and played in 3NT. In Nickell/Fleisher, North declared at both tables. In 
Spector/Rosenthal, South declared at both tables. 
 

Three opening leaders led hearts and one led a club. 
 

In Spector/Rosenthal, both declarers succeeded. In Nickell/Fleisher, Bramley succeeded while Levin failed. Was it the 
defense or offense that led to the differing results? You be the judge! (Note: there was no bidding by E or W in either 

room.) 
 

Grue led the H3. Levin, apparently trying to create an extra 
hand entry, inserted dummy’s queen. Moss covered and 
returned the H9. Grue inserted the seven!!! Obviously he is 
trying to conceal the 5-card holding, but would the five not 
have done the same thing and been less obvious? If one 
wants the suit to appear to have started as 4-4, the five 
might have been better. Why did West not return 4th best if 
he held K952? However… Hampson made the same play at 
the other table so perhaps that is not the pertinent factor. 
 

Levin won the HJ and finessed for the DQ. Moss won the ten 
with the queen and played the H8 to dummy’s ace. Levin 
cashed two high diamonds and exited dummy with the C2 
to his queen.  He cashed the DJ and led the C7 to the TEN 
and king! He played the C3, and when Moss contributed the 
C4, he could have taken restricted choice and inserted the 
nine. That would have been successful. He guessed wrong 
and played the ace, hoping for the suit to have split 3-3 or 
for hearts to be 4-4 with the SA onside.  He played the C9 
to Moss’s jack. Moss led a spade to Grue who cashed the 
13th heart for down one! 
 

When Hampson led the H3, Bramley played low from dum-
my. Greco won the HK. Greco returned the H9 and inter-
estingly, as said above, Hampson, like Grue played the H7. 
Dummy’s queen won the trick. Bramley cashed the DK, 
both Greco and Hampson echoing. Bramley led the C2 to 
the 5, Q, 8. He took the losing diamond finesse and won 
the heart return in dummy. He cashed dummy’s DA on 
which Hampson discarded a spade.  
 

Bramley cashed the CK… noting the fall of the ten from 
East. He played the C3, and when Greco followed with the 
four, Bramley finessed the nine and collected nine tricks! 

12 IMPs to Fleisher 
 

Perhaps Greco’s order of play in the club suit helped? The five on the first club play, the six on the second and the four 
on the third? Only Bramley knows … At the other table, Moss played the six on the first club followed by the five and 
four in that order?? 

 

With the great declarers and great defenders as we are seeing in this match, the card play should be random but may-
be they know each other’s tendencies. We will never be sure!! 
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At both tables in Spector/Rosenthal, South opened 1D and West overcalled 4C. When Kranyak doubled, presumably 
“negative” showing values, Demuy bid 4H and played it there. With all North’s controls, it might have been prudent for 
Kranyak to have made a move toward slam. 
 

At the other table in that match, when Bathurst bid 4C, Rosenthal doubled and Silverstein bid 4H, but Rosenthal per-
sisted. He asked for keycards and when Silverstein bid 5S showing two with the queen, they were committed to slam. 

 

In the Nickell/Fleisher match, Greco took an ob-
scure view (at least based on the actions of his 
fellow experts). He overcalled 3C, leaving his 
opponents more room to explore. 

 

Bramley was able to show diamond support 
along with four cards in the heart suit… and 
Woolsey could temporize with 4C to show inter-
est in slam with two good fits. 

 

Accordingly, Woolsey/Bramley bid 6H and 
played it there. 

 

At their counterparts table, Moss bid 4C and Levin chose to show the strength of 
his hand with a 5C cuebid. Weinstein had nothing safe to bid but 5D at this point. 
Perhaps Levin could have guessed that Weinstein had enough to cover his losers 
and come to 12 tricks but if Weinstein held the SKQJ and the HKQ and the CK or J, 
he would have a clear opener and North/South would be off two aces! 

 

 

1D=Precision 

Dbl=Diamonds 

3H=natural 

4C=not conven-
tional but I 
thought it best 

 

Moss Levin   Grue   Weinstein 
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Poor Katz… and on his 65th birthday yet! Based on the opponents’ bidding, it sounded like North/South held ten 
spades. Katz, playing Nick for a singleton spade, bid to 6C. 
 

Martel led the SK and it was over at trick three. Katz won the spade and played a high club. Martel rose with the ace 
and cashed the high spade for one down. 
 

At the other table in Nickell/Fleisher, East/West stopped in the heart game and took an easy ten tricks.  

 

12 IMPs to Fleisher 
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1. John Hurd - Kevin Bathurst Spector  1.57 70.83 45 

2. Steve Weinstein - Bobby Levin Nickell  1.00 45.00 45 

3. Marty Fleisher - Chip Martel Fleisher  0.73 22.00 30 

4. John Kranyak - Vince Demuy Spector  0.49 22.17 45 

5. Geoff Hampson - Eric Greco Nickell  0.28 12.00 43 

6. Shan Huang - Kevin Dwyer Rosenthal  0.07 3.17 45 

7. Gavin Wolpert - Warren Spector Spector  -0.08 -2.33 30 

8. Bart Bramley - Kit Woolsey Fleisher  -0.28 -12.00 43 

9. Eldad Ginossar - Chris Willenken Rosenthal  -0.72 -32.50 45 

10. Ralph Katz - Nick Nickell Nickell  -0.73 -22.00 30 

11. Joe Grue - Brad Moss Fleisher  -1.00 -45.00 45 

12. Andrew Rosenthal - Aaron Silverstein Rosenthal  -2.04 -61.33 30 

 

The committee report in Rosenthal/Moss from Thursday night will hopefully appear in tomorrow’s bulletin. The com-
mittee has yet to finalize and approve it. Thank you for your patience! 

2C could be 2 

4NT=KC 
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ceived 9,500 votes or the politician who received 
8,500 votes.  

7. Cate Carlson isn't from Daly City.  

8. The candidate who received 9,000 votes, the Moun-
tain Mesa native, Cate Carlson, the academic and the 
Unionville native were all different candidates.  

9. Dale Donovan isn't from Unionville.  

10. The Unionville native is the writer.  

11. The Redway native finished an unknown number of 
votes ahead of Al Allen.  

 

1. Of the politician who received 11,000 votes and Gilda 
Gray, one is from Daly City and the other is the 
rancher.  

2. Dale Donovan finished 500 votes ahead of the doc-
tor.  

3. The Hebron native finished 1,500 votes ahead of the 
teacher.  

4. Jed Jarvis isn't from Unionville.  

5. Of the writer and the Hebron native, one ended up 
with 10,000 votes and the other was Gilda Gray. 6 

6. The Coalinga native was either the person who re-
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Ed. Note:  

With the delayed broadcasting, it is especially 
challenging to write up hands. If anyone has a 
hand of interest, please submit it to me at stan-
subeck@prodigy.net. I welcome any human 
interest stories, news or gossip as well!! 

Thanks. 

Suzi 

Ishmael Del'Monte is an Australian bridge player, now living in Las Vegas with his wife, Lisa. Besides playing profes-
sionally, he has served as the Vice Chair of the WBF High Level Players Commission.  
 
BRIDGE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 
Wins 
North American Bridge Championships  
Lebhar IMP Pairs 2007  
Nail Life Master Open Pairs 2011, 2013  
Vanderbilt 2012 
 
Runners-up 
North American Bridge Championships ) 
Norman Kay Platinum Pairs 2012  
Vanderbilt 2011  
Fast Open Pairs 2012  
 
According to his Bridge Winner’s profile: 
 

Ish is a bridge pro. He has frequently played on the Australian Open Bridge team. He enjoys teaching bridge and 
occasionally writing.  
 

His favorite Bridge Memory: 
Winning the 2012 Vanderbilt by 50 imps against 2010 World Champion Team Diamond! 
 

Bridge Accomplishments 
Lots of National wins in Australia and NZ, Life Master Pairs with JLall, 2nd in Platinum pairs with Thomas Bessis 
 

Favorite Tournaments 
Cavendish 

 

Favorite Convention 
Smolen 
 

BBO Username 
Ish 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contract_bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_American_Bridge_Championships
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lebhar_IMP_Pairs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nail_Life_Master_Open_Pairs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanderbilt_Trophy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_American_Bridge_Championships
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_Kay_Platinum_Pairs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vanderbilt_Trophy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fast_Open_Pairs
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USBF Supporting Membership 
 

If you don’t want to play in the USBF Championships that choose teams 
to represent the USA in the World Bridge Federation Championships, but 
do want to aid our events, a Supporting Membership can be the perfect way for you to be 
involved.  

 

A Supporting Membership is $25 for one year ($75 for 3 years) and your donation will be 
used to cover inevitable expenses: attorney fees, accounting fees, website support services, 
tournament directors, insurance, WBF dues, and vugraph operators.   

 

The USBF is an all-volunteer organization.  

 

Our meetings are by conference call and at NABCS. Board members and the organization’s 
officers are not compensated for meetings, travel, or hotel expenses. 

 

Ella, our wonderful massage therapist, will arrange to 
visit the Hyatt during the USBC between 10 am and 8 pm 
if scheduled.  
 
Ella charges $100 per hour, including tip.  
 
If players wish to schedule a massage, please alert Jan 
Martel in the Breakroom and she will organize the times. 
 
Ella has served the USBCs in the past and it has been 
much appreciated by players sitting on less than com-
fortable chairs during play. 
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When judging whether or not to bid a non-vulnerable game in IMPs, one is  dealing with 6 IMPs one way or the other… 
certainly not a major sounding swing… That said, Nickell prevailed in yesterday’s match by TWO! Six IMPs can be signifi-
cant. 
 

On Board 8, three of the four tables bid a non-vulnerable game… two in NT and one in spades.  
 

In Spector/Rosenthal, Ginossar opened the East hand 1S; Willenken raised him to 2S; and Ginossaur bid the spade 
game. 
 

At the other table in that match, Hurd opened the East hand 2NT; and Bathurst raised him to the NT game. With suits 
behaving nicely, both games make fairly easily. 
 

In Nickell/Fleisher, Hampson opened the East hand 2NT showing 19-21 and Greco, with five points and a five card suit, 
again raised to the NT game. 
 

But there’s always an outlier… In this case, the outlier was Grue/Moss. They were playing the most sophisticated of 
systems: Precision. Grue opened the East hand one Precision club. Moss responded 1D showing 0-7 HCP. Grue bid 1S 
indicating a possible 4-card suit, canapé with a longer minor… or possibly 4-1-4-4. Moss responded 1NT, 0-5 HCP, fewer 
than four spades. Grue passed and Nickell gained 6 IMPs.  
 

Grue might well have bid or at least invited game if vulnerable… Moss had a “max” for his negative response and he 
would have accepted any invitation.  
 

Bridge is scientific in its own way, but sometimes, even science fails us. It’s not often that “generic” bidding systems 
succeed while Precision fails!! 
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The Nickell/Kolesnik quarterfinal 
match was a real nail-biter. With 
two boards to go, Kolesnik had an 
8 IMP lead. On the penultimate 
board (#59), both sides played in 
3H from the North hand. With sure 
losers in the side suits, the key is to 
bring in the trump suit for one los-
er. 
 

DelMonte led the C9 against 
Hampson. Hampson won the CA 
and played the HT. In an effort to 
deceive declarer, Finn Kolesnik 
covered with the HK. Hampson 
was not fooled. DelMonte’s 
preemptive 3C bid led Geoff to be-
lieve that he should safety play the 
heart suit. Hampson won the HA 

and played the DK. Ish won and played the CQ to Finn’s ace. Seeing that declarer was likely going to safety play the 
trump suit, Kolesnik exited with the H6. Again, Hampson was not fooled, he played the H7 and took two finesses in 
spades to score nine tricks. 
 

At the other table, Steve Weinstein overcalled only 2C and led the CQ. Kevin Rosenberg won the CA and played the HT. 
Levin covered with the jack. Rosenberg won the HQ and cashed the HA, losing two trump tricks… Contract failing by 
one.  
 

5 IMPs to Nickell 
 
The Kolesnik margin was 3 IMPs with one board to play. Throughout the match, the Kolesnik squad  gained by being 
aggressive at the right times. Finn/Ish had bid three slams that were not bid by the Nickell squad. Two of the three 
slams made for gains of 12 and 13 IMPs. The third slam was a 5 IMP loss on a part-score hand. (see Thursday and Friday 
Bulletins for coverage…) 
 

Board 60 provided a test for 
aggressive bidding. Both North 
players opened 1H.  
 

The auctions diverged from 
there.  
 

When Greco held the South 
hand, he judged that 11 HCP 
and a singleton in partner’s suit 
were not adequate to make a 
game forcing 2/1. Therefore, he 
responded 1NT (semi-forcing) 
and passed Hampson’s 2H re-
bid. Kolesnik balanced with 2S 
on the West cards. This was 
passed around to Greco, who 
reopened with double. With a 

(Continued on page 19) 
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minimum opener and only two 
spades, Hampson retreated to 
3D. (Note that 2S would likely 
be defeated by South getting 
two heart ruffs.)  
 

DelMonte led the CQ, covered 
by the king and ace. Kolesnik 
returned the D6. Hampson cov-
ered with the D9 and Ish 
ducked. Hampson can succeed 
at this point by overtaking the 
D9 with the ten in dummy and 
playing a heart to the ten. East 
will win the king and declarer 
will have his nine tricks.  
 

Hampson didn’t overtake and, 
instead, played a spade toward 
dummy.  
 

DelMonte won the spade and continued diamonds. Hampson won the diamond and played a heart to the ace and the 
HQ. Ish covered with the king and Hampson ruffed in dummy.  He ruffed a spade, ruffed a heart, and claimed eight 
tricks for a one-trick set. E/W +100 
 

When Rosenberg/Stamatov held the N/S cards, their more aggressive style produced a different result. Stamatov bid a 
game-forcing 2D over the 1H opener and they found themselves in 5D. Unfortunately for N/S, there is no making game.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Levin led the S5 to Weinstein’s queen and Weinstein continued spades. Stamatov won the SA and played a club to the 
king and Levin’s ace. Levin returned the D6. Stamatov won the DT and played a heart to dummy’s queen. When this 
lost, the contract was set three tricks. E/W+300 and 5 very necessary IMPs to Nickell 
 

Notice that if Stamatov had guessed to play a heart to the ten instead of the queen, the match would have ended in a 
tie! We might still be watching a playoff! Extra boards are tougher on the “seniors” than the “juniors” and with even 
Katz turning 65 yesterday, it is likely both Howie and Jack would have predicted Kolesnik if for nothing else than the 
team’s youthful stamina!! 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 18)     Hand reprinted for ease of reading... 
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In both semifinal matches, 10 IMPs were swung on 
Board 59 when one table stopped in 6N and the other 
table bid a shaky 7D contract. 
 

In the Spector/Rosenthal match Dwyer/Huang sitting E/
W respectively had the following auction to reach 6NT: 

 

South led the D7. Dwyer won the ace and finessed for 
the heart queen. Dwyer ducked a heart to South’s ten 
and won the club return in dummy. Declarer cashed 
three rounds of spades and led the DK. When the DJ 
dropped, Dwyer claimed twelve tricks. 
 

In the Nickell/Fleisher match, Bramley/Woolsey used ten rounds of bidding to determine that they did not have a heart 
fit, but did have all the aces and kings. When Bramley could not find a likely thirteenth trick, he settled in 6NT. 
 
Levin/Weinstein sitting E/W respectively had the following natural auction to reach 7D. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hurd/Bathurst sitting E/W respectively bid similarly to also reach 7D. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At both of the last two tables, a diamond was led. Declarer won the diamond, cashed two spades and trumped a 
spade. Trumps were extracted and the fourth round of spades was played. North was squeezed in hearts and clubs. At 
both tables, North discarded clubs. Declarer cashed the AK of clubs and when the queen fell there were thirteen tricks 
for the taking. 
 

10 IMPs each to Nickell and Spector. 

1C = strong  
1NT = 5+ H & 12+ HCP 
2C was waiting 
2NT = no extras 

4S was RKC in diamonds 

5H asked for specific kings  

2S was a GF showing either four spades, or three hearts or six diamonds 

4H was RKC in diamonds 

5H asked for kings 

5S showed the SK 

5NT asked more 

6C showed the CK 

 


