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2024 General Conditions of Contest

|. OVERVIEW AND APPLICATION

These General Conditions of Contest apply to all USBF Championships. Each USBF
Championship also has Special Conditions of Contest, which govern areas not covered
by these General Conditions of Contest as well as modifications to these General
Conditions of Contest applicable to the specific event. When the Special Conditions of
Contest for an event are different from these General Conditions of Contest, the Special
Conditions of Contest control.

Il. DEFINITIONS

The following definitions apply throughout these General Conditions of Contest.
1. USBF The United States Bridge Federation

2. USBC United States Bridge Championship, which selects teams for WBF
Championships. Each USBC is named based on the event for which it selects
team(s):

a. The Open USBC selects teams for Open WBF Championships

The Women’s USBC selects teams for Women’s WBF Championships
The Mixed USBC selects teams for Mixed WBF Championships.

The Senior USBC selects teams for Senior WBF Championships.

© Q 0 T

The Junior USBC selects teams for Junior WBF Championships and is
regulated by the JITTC, a subcommittee of the USBF Tournament
Committee.

NPC Non Playing Captain

DIC Director in Charge of a USBF Championship
ACBL American Contract Bridge League

ABA American Bridge Association

WBF World Bridge Federation

Selection Trial An event that selects teams for a WBF Championship, subject to
approval by the USBF Board of Directors.

lll. ELIGIBILITY FOR SELECTION TRIALS

A. All Participants.

All participants in any USBC (players and NPCs), and any player or NPC added to a
team that has been nominated to represent the USBF as a result of its performance in a
USBC, must, subject to review by the USBF Board of Directors in unusual
circumstances, meet the following requirements at the time of the USBC:

© N o o kW

1. Be either an Active or Resident member of USBF who is in good standing.
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2. Not be under suspension by USBF, ACBL or ABA.

3. Not be under ACBL discipline for a reason other than financial that prevents the
player from entering an ACBL Nationally-rated event.

4. Not be excluded from playing in the specific USBF Championship by a committee
of WBF, USBF, ACBL or ABA.

5. Have completed and signed the USBF Competitor’s Agreement (available on the
USBF website).

B. Subsequent Ineligibility for Cheating

As used in this section B, “cheating” refers to intentional cheating that is systematic (i.e.,
occurs on multiple boards), egregious, and premeditated (i.e., the player or pair had
more than a few moments to contemplate whether to engage in the cheating conduct).

If the USBF finds, at any time, that any player or pair engaged in cheating during a
USBF tournament, either online or face to face, the team on which that player or pair
competed shall be disqualified from that tournament. Further, the entire team shall
forfeit all of its wins in that tournament along with all Positioning Points and
masterpoints its players otherwise would have earned in that tournament.

If the finding of cheating is made based on conduct during the Round Robin and is
rendered before play in the KO stage begins, the disqualified team's Round Robin
results will be vacated and KO qualifiers and seeding will be determined based

on Round Robin results against all other teams.

If the finding of cheating is made based on conduct in a KO match and is rendered
before play in the next KO round begins, the team containing the guilty player(s) shall
forfeit the match in which the cheating occurred, and its opponent shall be declared the
winner of that match.

If the finding of cheating is made based on conduct in a KO match and is rendered after
play in the next KO round begins, the team containing the guilty player(s) shall forfeit
the match in which the cheating occurred and the match it is currently playing. In this
situation, the DIC may allow the team most recently defeated by the team containing the
guilty player(s) to replace the eliminated team, but is not required to do so.

If the finding of cheating is made after the tournament has concluded and if the team
containing the guilty player(s) won the event, the team it defeated in the final KO round
shall be declared the champion of the event and shall represent the USBF in any WBF
event for which that tournament selects teams. If the tournament selects two teams and
the team that lost in the Finals went on to win the USA2 Finals, then the losing USA2
Finalist shall represent the USBF in the WBF event for which the tournament selects
teams. All teams the tainted team defeated in earlier rounds of that tournament shall be
deemed to have won their match against the tainted team and shall receive the
corresponding Positioning Points and masterpoint awards, but those teams shall have
no further adjustment.
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If any USBF player or pair is found to have engaged in cheating in a WBF championship
by either WBF or USBF, USBF will officially reject any medals in that event won by the
pair or team on which that player or pair competed.

C. Subsequent Ineligibility Other than That Covered in Section B

A team with a player who is later not invited or approved by the WBF and/or the USBF
for any reason other than the cheating covered in Section B (such as ethics, residency,
conduct, hygiene, etc.) may be disqualified by the USBF Board should it win any USBC.

D. Players

Each player in a USBC must be eligible to compete in the WBF championship for which
the USBC is a Selection Trial. Players in the Senior USBC and Junior USBC must have
been born at a time that will make them the appropriate age for the WBF Senior or
Junior Championship at the time of the WBF Championship.

A player who has qualified to compete in an event at a World Championship is not
eligible to play in a USBC that selects a team or teams for a conflicting event at the
same World Championship.

E. Replacement Players

1. Unrestricted Replacement

When a player on a team that has qualified for face-to-face play in a USBC is unable to
continue to play because the player has qualified for a concurrent event at the World
Championship for which the USBC will select teams, or because the player has died,
the team may replace the player with no limitations other than eligibility of the
replacement player, including with a player who previously played in the event.

2. Replacement with USBF Board Approval

When a player on a team that has qualified for face-to-face play in a USBC is unable to
continue to play for any other reason, the team may replace the player with the approval
of the USBF Board, which has unlimited discretion to accept or reject the replacement.

F. Substitutes

With the approval of the DIC, substitutes may be allowed when there are temporarily
fewer than four players able to play on a team. A substitute must be eligible to play in
the event and must not be a participant in the event whose team has not been
eliminated. A substitute must be of no greater expertise than the least expert player on
the team who is not then playing. Substitutes may not play (in the aggregate) more than
50% of the boards in a Round Robin or in any KO match. E.g., one substitute may play
for up to half a KO match or Round Robin, or two substitutes may each play for up to
one quarter of a KO match or Round Robin match.

Substitutes may be used in more than one match or RR stage, subject to the aggregate
limits above. For instance, a substitute could play the last quarter of one match and the
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first quarter of the following match, but that team would be allowed no further
substitutions in any match.

Normally a team may not field more than one substitute at one time. On a showing of
good cause, the DIC may waive this rule.

G. Non Playing Captains
A Non Playing Captain (NPC) of a team may not be a player or NPC on another team in
the event, unless that other team has been eliminated.

If USBF is providing a stipend to cover the expenses of an NPC, the USBF Board must
approve each proposed NPC, at its sole discretion. The Board will be guided by the
proposed NPC’s experience, expertise, maturity, team compatibility and such other
criteria as the board, in its sole discretion, deems relevant.

V. ELIGIBILITY FOR OTHER USBF EVENTS
A. All Participants

Each participant in an USBF event that is not a Selection Trial must:

1. Be either an Active or Resident member of USBF who is in good standing or be
under the age of 26 and participating in the USBF Junior Training Program.

2. Not be under suspension by USBF, WBF, ACBL, or ABA.

3. Not be under ACBL discipline for a reason other than financial that prevents the
player from entering an ACBL Nationally-rated event.

4. Have completed and signed the USBF Competitor’'s Agreement (available on the
USBF website).

B. Substitutes

With the approval of the DIC, substitutes may be allowed when there are temporarily
fewer than four players able to play on a team. A substitute must be eligible to play in
the event and must not be a participant in the event whose team has not been
eliminated. Absent a compelling situation, substitutes may not play (in the aggregate)
more than 50% of the boards in a Round Robin or in any KO match. E.g., one substitute
may play for up to half a KO match or Round Robin, or two substitutes may each play
for up to one quarter of a KO match or Round Robin match.

Substitutes may be used in more than one match or RR stage, subject to the aggregate
limits above. For instance, a substitute could play the last quarter of one match and the
first quarter of the following match, but that team would be allowed no further
substitutions in any match.

Normally a team may not field more than one substitute at one time. On a showing of
good cause, the DIC may waive this rule.

4 3/23/2024


http://www.usbf.org/docs/COC/USBF-Competitors-Agreement-FINAL.pdf

2024 General Conditions of Contest

C. Non Playing Captains

A Non Playing Captain (NPC) of a team may not be a player on another team in the
event, unless that other team has been eliminated.

V. WITHDRAWAL BY A TEAM
A. Before the Event Starts

A team may withdraw before the USBF tournament in which it is entered starts.
However, the Credentials Committee will review withdrawals from an USBC made after
entries close or no-shows by entire teams (especially a team with a bye). Players on
such a team may be barred from future USBF tournaments, or otherwise penalized, but
late withdrawal for valid reasons is acceptable provided the USBF is notified as soon as
possible by the players involved. Timeliness and circumstances will be considered
before assessing any penalty against a team withdrawing from a USBC or failing to
show up for a USBF tournament once having registered

B. During the Event

A team may withdraw from a USBF event at any time with the permission of the DIC.

In all stages of the event, the DIC will take into consideration health related matters
related to a team's request to withdraw. During the KO stage the DIC may grant a
withdrawal if the request was made because the team is substantially behind.

Any team that fails to play a portion or all of a match without having received the
permission of the DIC to do so shall appear before the tournament Conduct and Ethics
Committee and be subject to whatever penalty that committee deems appropriate.

If a team withdraws during a Round Robin scores will be awarded in accordance with
section X. G (Scores of Unplayed Matches and Boards) below.

If a team withdraws after a Round Robin has been completed and the team has
qualified for the next stage of competition, the highest placed non-qualifier from the
Round Robin that is able and willing to play will qualify for the next stage of competition.
If the withdrawal takes place before the KO bracket has been drawn, the replacement
team takes its proper place in the bracket. If the withdrawal takes place after the bracket
has been drawn, the replacement team replaces the withdrawn team in the bracket.

If a team withdraws during a KO match or after winning a KO match, but before starting
the next match, its opponent shall be deemed to have won the match.
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VI. RESIGNATION BY A PLAYER
A. Mandatory Resignation

When a player has qualified for a World Championship event, that player must resign
from any teams competing in USBCs that select teams for conflicting events at the
same World Championship.

B. Optional Resignation During a Selection Event

Any player may withdraw from a team competing in a USBC with no penalty to either
the player or the team, so long as the player’s team has 4 or 5 players after the
withdrawal. If a player’s resignation reduces a team to fewer than 4 players or causes a
Mixed team to have fewer than 2 men and 2 women, it shall be treated as a withdrawal
by the team.

If a player resigns from a team during the selection event and the team subsequently
qualifies to represent the USBF in the World Championship event for which the USBC
selects team(s), the player who withdrew may be added to the team for the World
Championship, but shall be subject to stringent scrutiny by the Credentials Committee,
starting with the presumption that the player should not be added to the team.

C. Eligibility of Team from Which a Player has Resigned

1. Eligibility for face-to-face stages of play

When 1 or 2 player(s) have resigned from a team that qualified in online stages for the
face-to-face stages of a USBC, the team continues to be eligible for the face-to-face
stages so long as it played 4-handed in the qualifying stage and has 3 remaining
players who played in the qualifying stage, or it has 4 players who met the play
requirements in the qualifying stage. In addition, if the team is playing in the Mixed
USBC, it must have 2 men and 2 women.

2. Eligibility for World Championship

At least 4 eligible players who were on the team that qualified in a USBC are required
for a team to continue to be eligible to represent the United States. For the Mixed
Teams, the remaining team members must include at least 2 men and 2 women

3. Replacement Team for face-to-face stages of USBC

If a team is no longer eligible to compete in the face-to-face stages of a USBC, the next-
highest placed team in the qualifying stage that is able and willing to play in the face-to-
face stages will replace it.

4. Replacement Team for World Championship

If a team has become ineligible to represent the USBF in a World Championship event,
the team will be replaced by the last eligible team that lost in the USBC in which the
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ineligible team qualified. If more than 1 team lost at the same time, the last team that
lost to the ineligible team will be the replacement team. Usually this will mean that in a
year in which the USBC selected 1 team, the losing Finalist will be the replacement
team, and in a year in which the USBC selected 2 teams, the losing USA2 Finalist will
be the replacement team.

VIl. DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS

A player may request an accommodation by reason of a disability. Such a request must
be made to the USBF Secretary at least 90 days before the start of the event in order to
provide time for the USBF Board or a committee thereof to consider whether the
accommodation is appropriate. The Board or committee will normally not allow an
accommodation that will not be allowed by the WBF in the event for which a Selection
Trial is qualifying teams.

VIII.CREDENTIAL COMMITTEE PROCEDURES

The Credentials Committee makes determinations before and after USBCs. Before an
Open USBC, the Credentials Committee may have to determine whether a team’s
Positioning Points should be reduced because the team has different players than those
with whom it won its PPs. After a USBC, the Credentials Committee may have to
determine whether a player on a team that has qualified to represent the United States
is eligible to do so, and may also have to deal with augmentation issues. The general
procedure in all of these situations is the same, but the specifics may be different.

A. Positioning Point Dilution

If a team that has earned Positioning Points for the Open USBC adds one or two
players, the Credentials Committee shall determine whether the team’s Positioning
Points should be diluted or removed in accordance with the Special Conditions of
Contest for the Open USBC. The USBF Secretary shall poll the Credentials Committee
regarding whether the team’s PPs should be reduced. If all but one of the Committee
members responding agree that the PPs should not be reduced, that will be the result
(except that if there are fewer than eight respondents, they must be unanimous). If two
or more Committee members believe the PPs should be reduced, the Credentials
Committee shall form a subcommittee to review the matter further. If a subcommittee is
to review the matter, the USBF Secretary shall inform the captain of the team that the
subcommittee is going to meet and that the team may present an argument to the
subcommittee by email.

B. Eligibility of Player on Qualified Team

If the USBF Board of Directors has a question about the eligibility to represent the
United States of a player on a team that has qualified to represent the United States,
the Board shall submit the name to the Credentials Committee. A subcommittee of the
Credentials Committee shall be formed to review the matter and make a
recommendation to the Board.
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C. Augmentation

A team representing the United States in international competition shall be composed of
six players. If a team that qualifies to represent the United States has fewer than 6
players, an additional player or players shall be added to the team in accordance with
the following procedure:

The team shall nominate a player or players to be augmented. The USBF Secretary
shall poll the entire Credentials Committee regarding whether any member of the
committee believes that the proposed augmentee(s) should not be accepted. If all but
one of the members of the Credentials Committee respond that the player(s) should be
accepted, the proposed player(s) shall be approved. If not, the team shall be asked to
nominate a different player or players and the USBF Secretary shall poll the entire
Credentials Committee for objections to the new proposed augmentee(s). If all but one
of the members of the Credentials Committee respond that the player(s) should be
added, the proposed player(s) shall be approved. If not, the Credentials Committee
shall form a subcommittee to meet with the team or its representative(s) to determine
eligible augmentee(s).

D. Subcommittee Procedures

To the extent possible, a subcommittee making a ruling prior to a USBC shall consist of
players who have not entered the USBC.

A subcommittee shall have at least 5 members and no more than 10 members.

Each subcommittee shall have a chair, who may be appointed by the USBF Board
before the subcommittee is formed or elected by the subcommittee after its formation.
Subcommittees normally meet by Zoom or telephone conference call. Each
subcommittee may decide matters of procedure for itself, including whether to permit
any persons who might be affected by the subcommittee’s decision to make oral
arguments to the subcommittee. The subcommittee shall consider any written
statements presented to it by persons who will be affected by its decision.

IX. COMPLIANCE WITH WBF REQUIREMENTS

Each player in a USBC, by entering the event, agrees that in the event the player
represents the United States in a WBF Championship, he or she will comply with WBF
requirements for the championship. These requirements include, among other things:

Drug Testing: Each player must be willing to submit to drug testing mandated by
WBF.

Publicity: Players are required to play on Vugraph when assigned to a Vugraph
table. Players may be videotaped at any time during the championship and agree to
the use of video footage or other photographs to publicize the championships and
for any other reasonable purpose of the WBF.
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X. SYSTEMS AND CONVENTIONS

A. Methods Allowed

Any method included on the ACBL Open Plus Chart is allowed in USBF events.
B. System Summary Form and ACBL Convention Card

1. System Summary

Each pair is required to complete a System Summary Form (SSF) on the USBF website
at least 2 weeks in advance of the tournament. If a pair files the SSF late, or fails to file
it, that pair’s team will lose seating rights in one segment of play for every day the SSF
is late. If a pair files an SSF that the USBF Tournament Systems Committee finds is
inadequate, until the pair makes the SSF adequate, whenever the pair is playing, the
opposing team has seating rights. The System Summary Forms are posted on the
USBF website, linked to the players’ names on the tournament Teams Entered page.

Each participant in the Championship is responsible for reviewing his or her opponents’
System Summary Forms in advance. Any time in excess of 5 minutes spent at the table
on preparation for methods properly described on the System Summary Form shall be
charged to the players preparing for the methods and not to the players using the
methods.

2. ACBL Convention Card

Each pair is required to complete an ACBL Convention Card and submit it to the USBF
Secretary or his or her designee for posting on the USBF website 2 weeks in advance
of the Championship. Convention cards are linked to the pair's SSF on the USBF
website. If a pair files the ACBL convention card late, or fails to file it, that pair’s team
will lose seating rights in one segment of play for every day the convention card is late.
If a pair files an ACBL convention card that the USBF Tournament Systems Committee
finds is inadequate, until the pair makes the convention card adequate, whenever the
pair is playing, the opposing team has seating rights.

3. Players Entered Within 2 Weeks of the Start of a Championship

If a pair enters within two weeks of the start of a Championship, they will have four days
to file a System Summary Form and ACBL Convention Card with no penalty. The
penalty for filing after four days will be loss of seating rights in one segment of play for
every day the SSF or Convention Card is late.

In addition, the new pair may not employ any method in a Round Robin that is not
allowed under the ACBL Open chart and is not substantially the same as a method
played by another pair in the tournament.
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4. Provision of System Summary and Convention Card to
Opponents

Upon arriving at the table, each player should give the partnership’s System Summary
Form and ACBL Convention Card to his or her screen mate for the screen mate’s use
during the match.

C. Advance Submission Form and Recommended Defense

1. Requirement for Advance Submission Forms and Defenses

Any pair employing a method described in Paragraph 3 or 7 under Disallowed Opening
Bids of the Open+ Convention Chart and for which there is not an ACBL Approved
Defense must submit an Advance Submission Form describing the method and provide
a Recommended Defense to the method.

Advance Submission Forms are posted on the USBF website. Instructions for
completion of Advance Submission Forms are included on the forms.

Note that although unusual responses and methods for which there is an ACBL
Approved Defense do not require an Advance Submission Form, they must be clearly
described on the System Summary Form under “Methods that May Require Advance
Preparation.”

2. Submission Procedure

Advance Submission Forms should be downloaded and completed in a word
processing program and then submitted to the USBF Secretary. at least four weeks in
advance of the Championship. Upon completion, they will be posted on the USBF
website and be subject to section 3 below. Advance Submission Forms are been posted
on the USBF website by a link to the pair’s SSF, and the pair’s names will be highlighted
on the Teams Entered list.

3. Review and Adequacy

Each participant in a USBF Championship is responsible for reviewing the Advance
Submission Forms and Recommended Defenses submitted by other participants. Any
participant who has an objection to the completeness of the Advance Submission Form
or the adequacy of the Recommended Defense shall make that objection to the USBF
Tournament Systems Committee within 1 week after the date upon which the Advance
Submission Form or Defense was posted on the USBF website or 3 weeks prior to the
Championship, whichever is later. If the USBF Tournament Systems Committee deems
that the Advance Submission Form or Recommended Defense is not adequate it will
require the players submitting the Advance Submission Form or Recommended
Defense to improve it. No pair may employ a method if an objection has been made to
the Advance Submission Form or Recommended Defense unless and until the USBF
Tournament Systems Committee approves the Advance Submission Form or
Recommended Defense.
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If no objection is made to a Recommended Defense by 1 week after the date upon
which it was posted on the USBF website or 3 weeks prior to the Championship,
whichever is later, the Recommended Defense shall be deemed adequate, unless there
were serious errors or omissions in the Advance Submission Form describing the bid for
which the defense is recommended.

4. Methods for Which ACBL has an Approved Defense

If there is an approved defense to a method posted on the ACBL website at the closing
date for entries to the USBF tournament, that defense will be acceptable as the
Recommended Defense for that method and will be deemed adequate.

5. At the Tournament

Each pair employing a metho