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On Board 77 from the Mixed RR,
Rosenberg/Stansby used a seldom played convention to get to
a NT game without giving their
opponents the benefit of an auction.

Oldies but Goodies—SUSBC

UNITED STATES BRIDGE CHAMPIONSHIPS

After two passes, JoAnna Stansby
opened 3NT to play. This is not a
gambling bid with nothing outside. It is not defined with a point
range. It is simply a trick-taker
that is likely to produce nine
tricks in no-trump.
John Hurd, on lead with the West
hand could be fairly certain this
was based on a long club suit
with “something” in the side suits. As one would against a true gambling 3NT, John led his diamond ace hoping for encouragement from
his partner to continue diamonds or a helpful signal to point him in
the right direction. Unfortunately for Hurd, the traditional lead of the
ST was the winner… but only if partner won the SA and found the
shift to a diamond through declarer’s Kx.
Once the DA was led, there was no defense to defeat 3NT. Stansby
collected ten tricks and 12 IMPs for her efforts.
At the other table, Jenkins/Moss reached 4H on this auction:
The opponents actively competed in
spades. Jenkins cued 3S hoping for a
stopper in Moss’s hand but it sounded to Moss like a cue bid in support
of hearts. Dutifully, Brad bid 4H and
and was unable to take ten tricks
when Caprera led the SA; Annie discouraged and David made the obvious diamond shift through the Kx.
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DAY

DATE

ROUND ROBIN
TIME - EDT

FRIDAY

OCT. 1

11:30 AM

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

OCT. 1

OCT. 2

FACE TO FACE STAGES OF PLAY
DAY

BOARDS

DATE

CAPTAINS' MEETING WITH DIC

TIME - CDT
QUARTER-FINAL

(ON ZOOM)

FRIDAY

OCT. 22

8:00 PM

CAPTAINS' MEETING WITH DIC (ON ZOOM)

12:00 - 1:20

ROUND 1- BOARDS 1-10

SATURDAY

OCT. 23

ROUND 2 - BOARDS 11-20
60 MINUTE BREAK

10:00 - 12:10
12:25 - 2:35

SEGMENT 1 BOARDS 1-15

1:40 - 3:00
4:00 - 5:20
5:40 - 7:00

ROUND 3 - BOARDS 21-30
ROUND 4 - BOARDS 31-40

3:45 - 5:55
6:10 - 8:20

SEGMENT 3 BOARDS 31-45
SEGMENT 4 BOARDS 46- 60

12:00 - 1:20
1:40 - 3:00

ROUND 5 - BOARDS 41-50
ROUND 6 - BOARDS 51-60

10:00 - 12:10
12:25 - 2:35

SEGMENT 5 BOARDS 1-15

4:00 - 5:20

60 MINUTE BREAK
ROUND 7 - BOARDS 61-70

5:40 - 7:00
7:20 - 8:40

ROUND 8 - BOARDS 71-80
ROUND 9 - BOARDS 81-90

SUNDAY

OCT. 24

OCT. 25

Loser
10.00
9.61
9.23
8.86
8.50
8.15
7.82
7.49
7.17
6.86
6.57
6.28
6.00
5.72
5.46
5.20
4.95

Margin
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

Winner
15.29
15.52
15.75
15.97
16.18
16.39
16.59
16.78
16.97
17.16
17.34
17.51
17.68
17.84
18.00
18.15
18.30

Loser
4.71
4.48
4.25
4.03
3.82
3.61
3.41
3.22
3.03
2.84
2.66
2.49
2.32
2.16
2.00
1.85
1.70

Margin
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48

Winner
18.44
18.58
18.71
18.84
18.97
19.10
19.22
19.33
19.44
19.55
19.66
19.76
19.86
19.96
20.00

SEGMENT 6 BOARDS 16-30
70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK

10:00 - 12:10
12:25 - 2:35

SEGMENT 1 BOARDS 1-15

3:45 - 5:55
6:10 - 8:20

SEGMENT 3 BOARDS 31-45
SEGMENT 4 BOARDS 46- 60

10:00 - 12:10
12:25 - 2:35

SEGMENT 5 BOARDS 1-15

10 Boards (Blitz is 48 IMPs)
Winner
10.00
10.39
10.77
11.14
11.50
11.85
12.18
12.51
12.83
13.14
13.43
13.72
14.00
14.28
14.54
14.80
15.05

SEGMENT 2 BOARDS 16-30
70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK

3:45 - 5:55
SEGMENT 7 BOARDS 31-45
6:10 - 8:20
SEGMENT 8 BOARDS 46-60
SEMI-FINAL & USA2 STAGE 1
MONDAY

Margin
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

BOARDS

Loser
1.56
1.42
1.29 TUESDAY
1.16
1.03
0.90
0.78
0.67
0.56
0.45
WEDNESDAY
0.34
0.24
0.14
0.04
0.00

THURSDAY

OCT. 26

SEGMENT 2 BOARDS 16-30
70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK

SEGMENT 6 BOARDS 16-30
70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK

3:45 - 5:55
SEGMENT 7 BOARDS 31-45
6:10 - 8:20
SEGMENT 8 BOARDS 46-60
FINAL & USA2 QUARTERFINAL & SEMIFINAL
OCT. 27

OCT. 28

10:00 - 12:10
12:25 - 2:35

SEGMENT 1 BOARDS 1-15
SEGMENT 2 BOARDS 16-30

3:45 - 5:55

70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK
SEGMENT 3 BOARDS 31-45

6:10 - 8:20

SEGMENT 4 BOARDS 46- 60

10:00 - 12:10
12:25 - 2:35

SEGMENT 5 BOARDS 1-15
SEGMENT 6 BOARDS 16-30
70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK

3:45 - 5:55
SEGMENT 7 BOARDS 31-45
6:10 - 8:20
SEGMENT 8 BOARDS 46-60
USA2 FINAL
FRIDAY

SATURDAY
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OCT. 29

OCT. 30

10:00 - 12:10
12:25 - 2:35

SEGMENT 1 BOARDS 1-15
SEGMENT 2 BOARDS 16-30

3:45 - 5:55

70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK
SEGMENT 3 BOARDS 31-45

6:10 - 8:20

SEGMENT 4 BOARDS 46- 60

10:00 - 12:10
12:25 - 2:35

SEGMENT 5 BOARDS 1-15

3:45 - 5:55
6:10 - 8:20

SEGMENT 7 BOARDS 31-45
SEGMENT 8 BOARDS 46-60

SEGMENT 6 BOARDS 16-30
70 MINUTE LUNCH BREAK

OLDIES BUT GOODIES

THERE WILL BE DEFERRED KIBITZING FOR ALL OF THE 2021 SENIOR USBC.
ROUND ROBIN KIBITZING ON REALBRIDGE KIBITZ SITE
To kibitz, go to the RealBridge kibitzing website, enter your name and click on Log In. Select Kibitz 2021
Senior USBC. You will be taken to a lobby where you will see a list of tables on the left and a chat box and
list of people in the lobby on the right. The table listing shows the team & player names at each table, as
well as the board number and trick being played. There will be information about the number of kibitzers
at a table and whether there is audio/video commentary (a picture of a TV means there is). Click on a
table to kibitz there.
At the table, you will see a hand diagram, and the bidding and play as it happened.
There is a chat window on the right of the screen. Anyone can type chat into the chat window.
Above the chat window are two dropdowns, for video commentary. If you want to hear someone who is
commenting, select their name from one of the dropdowns. If two people are commenting, select both
of them, one from each dropdown. The option "BROADCAST MY VIDEO" is for commentators - if you
select this, your commentary will be available to anyone who wants to listen to you.
For more information, go to the RealBridge help page for spectators:
KIBITZ TIMES - ALL TIMES ARE EDT
FRIDAY, 10/1
Round 1: 1:30 pm
Round 2: 3:00 pm
break
All right everyone, line
Round 3: 5:30 pm
up alphabetically
according to your
Round 4: 7:00 pm
height.
SATURDAY, 10/2
Round 1: 1:30 pm
Casey Stengel
Round 2: 3:00 pm
break
Round 3: 5:30 pm
Round 4: 7:00 pm
Round 5: 8:30 pm
KO KIBITZING ON LOVEBRIDGE (MORE ON LOVEBRIDGE KIBITZING ON PAGE 5)
KIBITZING SCHEDULE FOR THE KO (EDT)
Segment 1: 12:00 noon
Segment 2: 2:30 pm
BREAK
Age is something that
Segment 3: 6:00 pm
doesn't matter, unless
Segment 4: 8:00 pm
you are a cheese.
NEXT DAY
Segment 5: 12:00 noon
Luis Bunuel
Segment 6: 2:30 pm
BREAK
Segment 7: 8:00 pm
Segment 8: 10:15 pm
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Watching experts is the key
To learning just how good they be.

I may never be the same
But watching does improve my game!

KO KIBITZING ON LOVEBRIDGE
You can follow the USBC on the https://vugraph.lovebridge.com/ website. The stream is delayed; go to
the schedule below for starting times for each segment.
Popcorn time! Do you want to listen to commentary? Search for the TV icon! It will send you to the page
where you can choose from the available live commentary. If it doesn’t do anything, no one is
commenting.
Nail biting! Do you want to be deeply involved? Choose the “Match view” at the starting page of your
event. Your screen will be divided into four small screens – two of them showing the two tables of
match you choose, the other two having the scoresheet for your match and the current scores of the
other matches. In the 2x2 view you can also personalize the content in all your windows. (The 2x2 view
is not available on mobiles.)
Think together! When watching a table, click on a name and choose “Kibitz”. Instead of seeing all 4
hands, you will see what the player sees, and you can decide what you would do and see whether your
chosen player agrees.
More Information: Be well informed and tell your friends: while following the play, you can click many
items. The image of the sticker with the number of the board (upper right) takes you to the results of
the board, in the bottom right corner the arrow takes you the scoresheet, the DDS shows the double
dummy analyses, beside that there is a button for the other table of the same match, at the top left
corner you can see the bidding with alerts and the explanations (mouse over), the tricks already played,
and the double dummy analysis for the available number of tricks with the par score.
Navigation icons: while surfing here and there in the vugraph, or amongst the archive sessions, there
are icons to help you. You can always go back to the main page with the “house” or to the standings
with the “scores”. If you cannot see the icons, move your mouse, or touch your screen and they pop up
immediately. There is also a built-in back button because the back button of your browser will always
take you to the starting page. If this is not what you wanted, push next in your browser and you can
continue where you were.
Replay: After the event you can find every board from every table easily. While replaying the hands, the
only surprise can be the way “next board” button works. If you have arrived from a scoresheet, it
navigates through the scoresheet. If you have arrived from a screen where the results were shown for a
given board then the same buttons move you through list. Push every button and enjoy!
KIBITZING SCHEDULE FOR THE KO (EDT)
Segment 1: 12:00 noon
Segment 2: 2:30 pm
BREAK
Segment 3: 6:00 pm
Segment 4: 8:00 pm
NEXT DAY
Segment 5: 12:00 noon
Segment 6: 2:30 pm
BREAK
Segment 7: 8:00 pm
Segment
8: 10:15 pm
My grandmother
started walking five miles a day when she was sixty. She's ninety-seven now, and we don't know
where the hell she is. Ellen DeGeneres

What's another word for Thesaurus? Steven Wright
It's amazing that the amount of news that happens in the world every day always just exactly fits the newspaper. Jerry
Seinfeld
Always remember that you are absolutely unique. Just like everyone else. Margaret Mead
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Mel Colchamiro
Professional teacher, player, writer, author of best-selling "How You Can Play Bridge Like an Expert (without having
to be one)". Mel also wrote a column for the ACBL Bulletin called "Claim With Colchamiro." He was an ACBL
Bulletin panelist for "It's Your Call." Mel is a full- time bridge teacher in the NYC area.
Proud 80% game winner in Nov. 2009--42% in afternoon, 38% at night!
Bridge Information
Favorite Bridge Memory
Playing in Team Trials (and he is back in this Seniors event on the Kahn team)
Bridge Accomplishments
1 National event victory; 7 times 2nd or 3rd.
Member of Bridge Club(s)
Franklin Bridge Centre, Franklin Square LI NY
Favorite Tournaments
Nationals
Favorite Conventions
TYFT convention--"Take Your F-in' tricks"
BBO Username
mrmel
ACBL Ranking
Grand Life Master

Mel’s Long Island Achievements:
LI Player of the Year
2008, 2003, 2001, 1999, 1998, 1997, 1996

As we waited for a bus in the frosty weather, the woman
next to me mentioned that she makes a lot of mistakes
when texting in the cold. I nodded knowingly. “It’s the
early signs of typothermia.”
How do you drown a hipster? Throw him into the mainstream!
A Pennsylvania couple had trouble selling their home
after strange apparitions and sounds forced them to admit in their ad that it was “slightly haunted.” The Week
asked its readers to put a more positive spin on the sales
pitch:
•

“A home suited for free spirits”

•

• “113-year-old Victorian, still cared for by original
owners”

I recently stumbled upon my favorite new sports team.
It’s a woman’s bowling squad called I Can’t Believe It’s
Not Gutter.
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LI Senior Player of the Year 2008

Ingredient Checklist
•

2 pounds boneless, skinless chicken thighs, patted dry

•

1 3/4 teaspoons kosher salt, divided

•

1 teaspoon black pepper, divided

•

1/2 cup olive oil or canola oil, divided

•

1 medium-size yellow onion, chopped

•

6 ounces smoked sausage, such as kielbasa, halved lengthwise and cut crosswise into 1/2-inch pieces

•

3 garlic cloves, minced

•

1 tablespoon chopped fresh thyme, plus more for garnish

•

1/8 teaspoon ground allspice

•

1/4 cup dry white wine

•

2 tablespoons tomato paste

•

2 (15-ounce) cans white beans, such as Great Northern or cannellini, drained and rinsed

•

1 cup unsalted chicken stock

•
1 1/2 cups fresh breadcrumbs
Instructions Checklist
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•

Step 1
Preheat oven to 375°F. Season chicken thighs with 1 teaspoon salt and 1/2 teaspoon pepper. Heat 2 tablespoons
oil in a large skillet over medium-high. Add chicken thighs, smooth side down. Cook, undisturbed, adjusting heat
as necessary so thighs cook evenly without scorching, until edges turn opaque and bottoms are nicely browned,
about 6 minutes. Flip and cook until internal temperature reaches 165°F, 4 to 5 minutes. Set aside on a plate. Do
not wipe skillet clean.

•

Step 2
Return skillet and any drippings to medium heat. Add 1 tablespoon oil, onion, and sausage. Cook, stirring often,
until onion is tender and light golden, about 6 minutes. Add garlic, thyme, allspice, remaining 3/4 teaspoon salt,
and remaining 1/2 teaspoon pepper. Cook, stirring often, until heated through and fragrant, about 2 minutes.
Add wine and tomato paste, and stir to combine. Bring to a simmer; cook, stirring often, 1 to 2 minutes. Add
beans, stock, and 2 tablespoons oil; bring to a simmer.

•

Step 3
Shred chicken into bite-size pieces; add to onion mixture along with any drippings that have accumulated on the
plate. Transfer to an 8- x 11-inch baking dish. Spread into an even layer. Toss breadcrumbs with remaining 3
tablespoons oil in a large bowl. Scatter breadcrumbs over bean mixture.

•

Step 4
Bake in preheated oven until heated through, top is browned, and sides are bubbly, about 20 minutes. (If baking
from refrigerated, bake an additional 5 to 10 additional minutes.)

(Recipes continued on page 8)

Ingredient Checklist
•

6 tablespoons unsalted butter

•

2 shallots, thinly sliced

•

1/2 pound shiitake mushrooms, stemmed and thinly sliced

•

1 large carrot, cut into 1/3-inch chunks

•

1/2 cup dry white wine

•

1 1/4 cups plus 1 tablespoon self-rising flour

•

2 1/2 cups low-sodium chicken broth

•

Salt

•

Freshly ground pepper

•

3 cups shredded rotisserie chicken

•

1/2 cup frozen baby peas

•

1 tablespoon chopped sage

•

1 tablespoon chopped thyme

•

1/2 cup plus 2 tablespoons whole milk

Instructions Checklist

(Recipes continued on page 9)

World Bridge News:
On September 29, the hearing before the
National Sports Judge in Italy was held, following the Public Prosecutor’s request to
reject the results of the Open Trials held on
September 16th.
The National Sports Judge (Riccardo de Lodi), the five team captains signed up for the
event (Bortoletti, Burgay, DeMichelis, Vinci,
Zaleski), the FIGB Secretary (Frola) and the
Chief Director (Riccardi) attended the hearing along with the President of the Italian
Federation (Natoli) and the Public Prosecutor (Bianchi).
The outcome of the hearing will likely be
published by October 7th.
Source: Neapolitan Club

•

Step 1
Preheat the oven to 425°. In a large Dutch oven or enameled cast-iron casserole, melt 2 tablespoons of the
butter. Add the shallots, mushrooms and carrot chunks and cook over moderate heat, stirring, until the shallots
and mushrooms are softened, about 8 minutes. Add the wine and cook until completely evaporated, about 1
minute. Stir in the 1 tablespoon of flour and the broth and bring to a boil. Season with salt and pepper. Simmer
until thick, about 3 minutes. Stir in the chicken and peas.

•

Step 2
In a food processor, combine the remaining 1 1/4 cups of flour with the remaining 4 tablespoons of butter and
the chopped sage and thyme; pulse 5 times. Add the milk; pulse just until a soft dough forms.

•

Step 3
Using a small ice cream scoop or a tablespoon, scoop 20 balls of dough over the chicken stew. Bake in the center
of the oven for 25 minutes. Turn on the broiler and broil for 1 to 2 minutes, until the biscuits are golden. Let rest
for 5 minutes before serving.

Learned years ago to hold
hands when shopping… If I let
go, she will buy something!
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Meatballs
•

12 ounces leftover roast beef, veal or pork (coarsely chopped)

•

3 tablespoons all-purpose flour

•

1 teaspoon baking powder

•

1 teaspoon salt

•

½ cup minced onion

•

¼ cup minced celery

•

1 garlic clove (minced)

•

¼ teaspoon dried thyme

•

¼ teaspoon freshly ground black pepper

•

3 large eggs (beaten)

•

Vegetable oil (for frying)

Sauce
•

¼ cup vegetable oil

•

3 garlic cloves (minced)

•

½ cup minced onion

•

½ teaspoon dried thyme

•

½ teaspoon dried oregano

•

28 ounces can diced tomatoes with their liquid

•

⅓ cup pitted green olives (coarsely chopped)

•
Salt and freshly ground pepper
Instructions Checklist
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•

Step 1
Put the meat in a food processor and process until finely chopped. In a large bowl, mix the flour with the baking
powder and salt. Add the chopped meat, onion, celery, garlic, thyme, pepper and eggs and mix with your hands
until thoroughly blended. Form the mixture into 16 meatballs and flatten slightly.

•

Step 2
In a large skillet, heat 1/4 inch of oil until shimmering. Add the meatballs and cook over high heat until browned
on the bottom. Turn the meatballs, reduce the heat to moderate and cook until browned on the second side,
about 3 minutes. Transfer the meatballs to a large plate.

•

Step 3
In a medium saucepan, heat the oil. Add the garlic, onion, thyme and oregano and cook over moderate heat
until softened, about 4 minutes. Add the tomatoes, cover and cook over moderate heat for 6 minutes, stirring
occasionally. Using an immersion blender, puree the sauce until slightly chunky; alternatively, puree the sauce in
a food processor and return the sauce to the saucepan.

•

Step 4
In a small saucepan, cover the olives with water and bring to a boil over high heat; drain well. Add the olives to
the tomato sauce, season with salt and pepper and bring to a simmer. Add the meatballs, simmer until heated
through and serve.

Hospitality Information for Face-toFace in Schaumburg, IL

Hospitality Suite

Because of Covid, we won't be able to provide the full, wonderful hospitality we have in the past, but we will do what we
can.
Hosts Evvie Gilbert and Maya Alela for the Open and Women's and Julie Arbit and Christian Jolly for the Mixed and Seniors
will be in our usual hospitality suite (Room 2321). They will provide grab and go breakfast and lunch each day, starting on
Tuesday, Oct. 5th.
Breakfast: From 8-10 am. There will be individually packaged cereal, fruit, hard boiled eggs, bagels, and some hot options.
Also individual butter, jam, peanut butter, and cream cheese, as well as condiment packages. They will be making coffee
and will have individual packages of sugar, sweetener, and dairy & non-dairy creamers. For those of you who prefer Keurig
coffee, that will also be available in the hospitality suite. We are limiting access to 6 players at any one time, so we ask
that you come to the suite, pick up a large to go container and put the smaller packages in that to take with you as quickly
as you can, and then go someplace else to eat. Masks that cover your nose & mouth must be always worn in the
Hospitality Suite. There will be a hand sanitizer station near the door and we encourage you to sanitize your hands before
choosing what to take.
Lunch: From 2-4 pm (the first half of play each day ends at 2:35; we encourage those of you who are sitting out the 2nd
quarter to go early). There will be a main dish (sandwiches, chicken, maind dish salads, pizza) as well as individually
packaged tuna salad, green salad, cheese, fruit, and berries. Also all the individual packages of add-ons we have for
breakfast. Water and soft drinks will be available in refrigerators.
Let us know what you want: If there is a menu for a future day's lunch hanging on the wall outside the Hospitality Suite,
please mark what you want, so we have a better idea of what to order.
Playing Rooms & Player's Break Room
We will have bottled water in the playing rooms and if there is a refrigerator in a playing room, we'll stock it with soft
drinks.
We will also have bottled water in the Player's Break Room (1321), as well as soft drinks, Nespresso, some packaged
snacks, and some fruit.
Masks that cover your nose & mouth must be always worn in the Player’s Break Room, so you may not eat and drink
in the room.

Julie Arbit

Christian
Jolly

Won’t be the same
As days gone by…
We want you safe,
Give us a try!
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This app will connect you to bid72. All you need to do is scan it with your
phone (Special thanks to my children and grandchildren for explaining how to
accomplish this…)
Jan VanCleef provided this so our readers could use it to improve their bidding
and better build partnerships. Bid72 allows users to participate in bidding contests, bid random boards and get a rating based on their bidding, learn about
“topic board” hands dedicated to conventions and special agreements, and to
create, upload and bid your own boards.
For more information, email info@bid72.com
In addition, Bid72 has an excellent newsletter to which you can subscribe.

Samantha Punch’s book is recently
published and ready for your reading
pleasure.
Sam is an amazing advocate of the
game and while I have not yet read the
book, based on her work with “Keep
Bridge Alive” and more, I am certain
you will want to have this volume in
your collection!
Learn about the experts… how they
think… what they think… and why they
are so driven by a card game.

Editor

Samantha

11
11
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Board 80 is a “Greeks Bearing Gifts” hand. The fact that the defenders did not lead a club appears favorable, however,
it later becomes apparent that declarer will always succeed on a club lead! Absent a club lead, declarer faces some losing options. On a club lead, declarer has a club and a diamond to lose and needs to hold their spade losers to one. This
is accomplished by taking the double finesse in spades. As the spades lie, declarer can collect 11 tricks on this line.
Without a club lead, declarer potentially has a chance to discard both their clubs on dummy’s hearts.
The two declarers in 3NT double hooked the spade and collect the same 11 tricks. Three of the 4S declarers failed to
take 10 tricks when they tried to take advantage of the non-club lead by disdaining the double spade finesse. They discarded both their club losers, but it didn’t help them when they lost control of the hand and ran out of trump!
Grossack took only nine tricks in 4S. Paul Lewis led the H2. Zach won in hand, played a spade to the queen, a heart to
the queen, a spade to the ace. Zach cashed the two high hearts, discarding two clubs while Paul discarded a club on the
last heart. Two high diamonds were cashed and a third diamond went to North’s queen. Paul cashed the two boss
spades and the CA. Contract down one. Hammond suffered the same fate as Grossack.
Rosenberg/Rosenthal defeated 4S three tricks. Rosenberg led the H2; Hotamisligil won her king, played a spade to the
queen, returned to hand with the DA and played the S6 to the four and ace. Selen led a heart to her queen and played
the C3 toward the dummy trying to steal a club trick. Rosenberg hopped with the ace, cashed her two high spades,
eliminating the trump suit, and played a club to Selen’s king. Selen cashed her DK and conceded the rest of the tricks.
Initially, success on this hand appears to be based on playing the spade suit for one loser. Without the club lead, declarer has an extra chance but needs to be careful not to lose control. On a heart lead, declarer can cash the HK and Q and
lead a spade to the queen. Declarer improves their odds by not cashing a second spade before cashing the 4th round of
hearts. Based on the lead, North will be ruffing the 4th heart and declarer will lose no more than two spades and a diamond.
12

Sudoku 2

Sudoku 1

Him: What are you wearing? Chanel #5?

Her: No… Eau de Vicks!
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Puzzle Page …

This year, February heralds the start of the Winter Olympics. As well attended as always, with marvelous athletes
from many different countries, the Winter Olympics were
held successfully in the northern reaches of Canada. The
weather was cold, but clear, and many events held the
tension of closely matched competition. At the end of
the Winter Olympics, five countries and one each of their
athletes ended with significantly more Olympic medals
than other contestants. Determine the full name of each
of these extraordinary athletes, how many medals each
won, the country each represented (one was Russia), and
the total number of medals each of these countries took
home.

2. The athlete from Greece won one more medal than
the person whose last name was Straight, but less
medals than Manuel. The USA won 29 medals.
3. Marcus, whose last name wasn’t Trader, won 9 medals but while he won the most individual medals, his
country won 24 medals, the least of the top five
countries.
4. Ms. Sciatta didn’t receive 7 medals. Mr. Webster didn’t represent the country that won 34 medals.
5. The athlete whose last name was Straight represented Sweden and won 5 medals, the least number of
individual medals of the top five athletes. Madeline
didn’t represent the country that won 26 medals.

1. In no particular order, the five top countries are rep6. Mary didn’t represent Greece. Mark, whose last
resented by: Canada, the country which won 31
name wasn’t Trader, represented Canada.
medals, the athlete with 8 medals, Mary, and Mr.
14
Wells.

Signing in
The tablets at each seat will have a list of players on the team that is supposed to be playing at that seat. When you get
to your chosen seat, select your name which will sign you in to that tablet. Please do so accurately so we don't give credit
to someone else for your brilliant plays.
System Summary Forms and Convention Cards
Each pair's System Summary form and convention card has been loaded into the Lovebridge software and you can access
your opponent's SSF and convention card on your tablet by tapping on the blue convention card button in the upper left
corner of the control buttons on the top right of your screen. The SSF and convention card are both there as are the two
ACBL defenses to multi 2D for each pair that plays it (you will have to scroll down to access all of the pages that are
included). You can look at the opponents' SSF & convention card any time during the bidding and play by tapping the
convention card button. You do not have to bring your SSF, convention card or ACBL multi defense to the table with you.
Practice on tablets
As I've said before, we will have tablets set up in the lobby on Monday, Oct. 4th for you to use to become familiar with
the interface. We will also have tablets in the playing rooms on Tuesday morning from 9:00 am on, and we will have at
least one person who can help you if you need help. Once play starts, you can call the director if you need help with the
tablets as well as for normal director calls (the director button is in red in the upper right corner set of controls)
Undo's
When you make a bid, you will have 3 seconds before it is shown to any other player to be sure it's what you intended
and cancel it if it isn't (the bid has a "cancel" button under it). If you want to take back a bid after 3 seconds, you can call
the director and ask for an undo, which will be allowed only in very unusual situations.
As on RealBridge, you can choose to play cards either by dragging them onto the center of the screen or by using 2 taps
on them, so you should be able to avoid misclicks. During play, the only way you can undo a play is to call the director;
again it will be allowed only in unusual situations when you can convince the director that the card you placed on the table
was the result of an accident and should not be considered a played card.
Input devices
Each of you will get a stylus which you can use instead of your finger to touch the tablet's screen. The stylus should allow
more accurate entries than your finger. If you prefer to use a mouse & remote keyboard for entry, that is possible, but we
need to know in advance so we have enough bluetooth keyboard + mouse combinations available. There are also
bluetooth keyboards with trackpads if you prefer that to a separate mouse. Please let Jan know if you want either of these
options. If a lot of people want to use them, I may have to charge you something for them. If you have a bluetooth
keyboard + mouse or trackpad that you like, you can bring it to the tournament, and we will almost certainly be able to
connect it to your tablet.
Chat
You will be able to use the chat button to chat to one or both of your opponents or the entire table. If you want to discuss
something with your partner after a hand is over, you will do so in the same way you would at a normal screen table - by
chatting to the table; the only difference is that your chat must be typed, it cannot be verbal.
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USBF Supporting Membership
If you don’t want to play in the USBF Championships that choose teams to represent the USA
in the World Bridge Federation Championships, but do want to aid our events, a Supporting
Membership can be the perfect way for you to be involved.
A Supporting Membership is $25 for one year ($75 for 3 years) and your donation will be
used to cover inevitable expenses: attorney fees, accounting fees, website support services,
tournament directors, insurance, WBF dues, and vugraph operators.
The USBF is an all-volunteer organization.
Our meetings are by conference call and at NABCS. Board members and the organization’s
officers are not compensated for meetings, travel, or hotel expenses.
We hope you will join us.
When grandpa was young,
he had to walk all the way to
the TV to change channels!
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